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Debate on Police Work
Many people think that the fact that the police officers spend most of their time protecting the public makes them full-time crime-fighters. Indeed, it is evident that they place their lives at risk while on duty to ensure that the public is safe and protected from both foreign and domestic insecurity threats. However, the statement that “Police work is primarily social work, rather than crime-fighting” would be accurate because most police works do not involve crime-fighting, but social work. Adequate policing requires the requisite experience and skills to enable the police officers to provide different services to the victims. This debate supports the stamen that “Police work is primarily social work, rather than crime-fighting because of the increased community policing, spend most of their time assisting the community they serve, and only a third of their time is used in crime-fighting
The following three points show a list of talking points that I will use to defend the comment that “Police work is primarily social work, rather than crime-fighting”: 
1. Increased community policing
2. They spend a significant part of their time serving the community on social issues
3. Only a third of their time is used in crime-fighting
Based on these three points, I believe that the statement that the police work primarily involves social work instead of crime-fighting is accurate. 
First, the police work is more of social work than crime-fighting because of the increased community policing systems. Today, new policing and crime eradication approaches have been designed to reduce the negative perception of the public towards the law enforcement agencies. According to Dockley (2012), the police performance should not be determined by the overall crime rate, on which they have a marginal impact. Community policing have been found to be crucial in enhancing the public safety because crime-fighting cannot be entirely left to the police. Community policing is becoming the new approach to policing in many countries. In the United States, for example, the community policing has become the mantra of the local policing (Lamin et al., 2016). Community policing involves everyone involved including the public, who can help by providing relevant information that can be used to reduce crime levels. According to Reiner (2011), the police work as a crime-fighting organization has been utterly misconceived by many people who think that the successful investigations on violent crimes contribute to the whole work of the police force. Reiner (2011) believes that the media have extended the misconception and misconceived ideas about the role of the police force. However, the police work that involves crime-fighting is just but part of a small section of the police force. It is not right to claim that the police officers primarily fight crime because less than 2% of the crimes result in conviction (Reiner, 2011). Crime fighting is a responsibility of everyone including the public because crime exists everywhere and it can happen anytime. As Reiner (2011) explains, the misconceived idea about the role of the police officers raises false expectations about what they can do about crime. It also condemns them to quixotic responsibilities of fighting crime which goes beyond their capabilities.
Secondly, police work is not primarily based on crime-fighting because they spend most of their time serving the community on different social problems. According to Lamin et al. (2016), the work of police officers, for many years, has involved social work. For instance, the police officers at the local levels have acted as health officers, tax and garbage collectors, probation officers and social workers (Lamin et al., 2016). Even though these roles changed towards the end of the 1990s, many police officers still serve as social workers in their neighborhood communities where they serve. Through community policing, many countries including the United States engage the police departments in the social work activities in the communities. For example, in the United States, the police departments work with the community stakeholders to assist people with different social problems and conditions such as help the sick people, resolve minor domestic disputes, educate children and teens on drug abuse use (Lamin et al., 2016). Reiner (2011) further emphasizes that research on the police work has shown that the majority of the officers did not involve the use of their law enforcement powers. In this case, Reiner (2011) emphasizes that despite that the police officers have the crime-fighting tools, but it is important to admit that their work does not primarily involve crime-fighting. A chief constable in the police department, while being interviewed by the Daily Mail Reporter, explained that the police officers’ work includes the social work more than crime-fighting (Daily Mail Reporter, 2010). According to the Chief Constable of Cambridgeshire Police, Julie Spence, most of the officers spend their time dealing with the necessary but time-consuming activities such as finding the missing people and attending to road accidents. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Lastly, I want to agree with the statement that police work is primarily social work, rather than crime-fighting because the police spend almost a third of their time in crime fighting. Therefore, it would be incorrect and inappropriate to conclude that the police work is primarily based on crime-fighting activities. The Chief Constable of Cambridgeshire police, Julie Spence, said that the police officers spend a third of their time-fighting crime (Daily Mail Reporter, 2010). The rest of the time, the police spend working with other stakeholders to try to solve the social problems in the community. Reiner (2011) argues that the pressure on the police officers and organizations to deliver the effective crime-control is influenced by the political ideas involved in policing in the wake of neoliberalism. 
Police discretion is influenced by the following factors: the background of the officers, department policy, community interest, and pressure from victims. Regarding the pressure from victims, sometimes the work of police becomes difficult when the victims refuse to cooperate as a result of the pressure from their spouses who have committed a crime like abuse (Tasdoven & Kapucu, 2013). Regarding community interest, the police work cannot be possible if the community does not accept their contribution. Community interest in the crime-fighting activities can enhance the police work. Lastly, the background of the police officer can influence their discretion. Police officers bring their previous life experiences at the workplace; this can include values that can influence the way they make decisions.
In conclusion, based on the three-above discussed points, I believe that the statement that “police officers work is primarily social work, rather than crime-fighting” is accurate and correct. The policing systems of many societies have changed in the past years because of the negativity used to perceive the police departments. Therefore, as shown in the discussion, the police work is more of social work due to the increased community policing approaches, the police spend most of their time assisting the community they serve, and only a third of their time is used in crime-fighting.
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